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ABSTRACT 

Many theorists have argued that western Christianity and Islam affect 
political culture in different ways, and that western Christianity is more conducive 
to the rise of a democratic culture than is Islam. This paper argues that the 
difference between Christianity and Islam in terms of the type of political culture 
they encourage, is largely exaggerated. In Sub-Saharan Africa, the paper finds a 
significant correlation between religious diversity and democratization. It develops 
an argument to explain the correlation and test it on the results of a survey of Roman 
Catholics and Muslims in Kenya conducted during 2002. The paper finds that the effect 
of religious involvement on political actions and attitudes depends less on whether an 
individual is a Catholic or a Muslim than on where an individual is a Catholic or a 
Muslim. It finds that Roman Catholics and Muslims who are more religiously involved in 
the most religiously diverse settings are more politically active and supportive of 
democracy than Roman Catholics and Muslims who are just as religiously involved in 
less religiously diverse settings. It finds that, in religiously diverse settings, 
religious involvement is often a more powerful predictor of political actions and 
attitudes than other factors usually thought to be more important, such as gender, 
age, education, and income. Appended is the survey questionnaire. (Contains a 125 
references, 26 notes, and 15 tables.) (Author/BT) 
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ABSTRACT 

os Many theorists have argued that Western Christianity and Islam affect political culture in 
different ways, and that Western Christianity is more conducive to the rise of a 
democratic political culture than Islam. In this dissertation, I argue that the difference 
between Christianity and Islam in terms of the type of political culture they encourage is 

Q largely exaggerated. In sub-Saharan Africa, I find a significant correlation between 

religious diversity and democratization. I develop an argument to explain the correlation 
and test it on the results of a survey of Roman Catholics and Muslims in Kenya 
conducted during 2002. I find that the effect of religious involvement on political actions 
and attitudes depends less on whether one is a Catholic or a Muslim than on where one is 
a Catholic or a Muslim. I find that Roman Catholics and Muslims who are more 
religiously involved in the most religiously diverse settings are more politically active 
and supportive of democracy than Roman Catholics and Muslims who are just as 
religiously involved in less religiously diverse settings. Even more strikingly, I find that, 
in religiously diverse settings, religious involvement is often a more powerful predictor 
of political actions and attitudes than other factors usually thought to be more important, 
such as gender, age, education and income. 



WORK-IN-PROGRESS 

This is a preliminary draft of paper to be presented at the annual meeting of the American 
Political Science Association, August 2003, Philadelphia, PA. 



The Conventional Wisdom 



According to what I call the conventional wisdom concerning the relationship between 



religious institutions and political culture, certain religious institutions are, by their very 



nature, more compatible with and conducive to democracy than others. For example, the 
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